
Ship Simulator 2008 Pro Edition used for professional DP training 
 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands, June 6

th
 2008 – After successfully launching Ship Simulator 2008 in 

September 2007, Serious Game and Simulation developer VSTEP has now finished its professional 
version, Ship Simulator 2008 Professional. This professional version is an upgraded and expanded 
version of the Ship Simulator, bringing added functionality to the product and giving professional users 
the option to interface with conventional navigation equipment, like electronic charts, speed meters, 
and even an advanced system for Dynamic Positioning. Users of the professional version can track 
their vessel position, speed and direction on a professional electronic sea chart. Professionals and 
maritime students taking a Dynamic Positioning Operations training course can now visualise and 
evaluate the results of their DP manoeuvring actions directly onscreen and in the game, including the 
option to connect to a large HDTV monitor or display, enhancing realism and learning value. 
 
Ship Simulator Pro 2008 provides significant benefits to maritime professionals and equipment 
resellers: 
 

1. Navigation equipment manufacturers and resellers can demonstrate their products live in 
action in showrooms and at exhibitions. This interactive tool facilitates product 
demonstrations, allowing visitors to steer ships in the game while tracking its course on the 
electronic sea chart display. 

2. Maritime institutes can teach their students the principles of navigation and DP operations in 
an interactive and compelling way. 

 
The interface to the professional equipment was partly funded by the Maritime Institute Willem 
Barentsz Terschelling and Praxis Automation Technology. The institute uses Praxis’ DP system as 
part of their Dynamic Positioning Simulation Course.  
 
Marcel Krijnen, System Developer at the institute: “At our institute we have a range of different DP 
systems for training purposes. Previously it was possible to use only one type of these systems in 
combination with visualization (seeing what is really happening outside). Because of this combination 
training becomes more realistic and learning objectives are better to achieve. 
To provide other types of DP systems with a visual system we were looking for a low cost, flexible 
solution. For this we contacted VSTEP and Praxis Automation. VSTEP because of their successful 
Ship Simulator application and Praxis Automation because we use their DP system for training. Within 
a month both companies created a generic (NMEA) interface, which now makes it possible to 
manoeuvre a ship in Ship Simulator using the Praxis Automation DP system.”.  
 
VSTEP’s Technical Director, Pjotr van Schothorst: “We are very proud of this new product, which 
convincingly shows how computer games can become valuable and quality training applications. This 
new product is the first of a series of new products we are developing for the professional maritime 
and offshore sector.” 
 
The combination of the Ship Simulator 2008 Professional and the Praxis DP system was successfully 
demonstrated live at the Offshore Symposium, organized by the Willem Barentsz Institute on May 23

rd 

2008 . For an image of the DP setup go here. A short video recording can be seen here: 
www.vimeo.com/1084377. 
 
 
 
About VSTEP 
 
VSTEP develops professional training simulators for nautical training, fire-fighters, train drivers, safety 
officers and others. Since its initiation in 2002, VSTEP has successfully completed over 30 training 
simulators for customers like the Royal Navy, the Port of Rotterdam, Falck/Nutec, Shell, DSM and the 
Dutch Railways. For more information about VSTEP and Ship Simulator 2008 Professional Edition, 
visit www.shipsim.com and www.vstep.nl 
 
About Maritime Institute Willem Barentsz Terschelling 
 
MIWB is a maritime training school with a tradition of over more than 130 years. The institute provides 
education and training courses for maritime officers and hydrography. The institute is a platform for 
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research and knowledge in the maritime sector, and houses training facilities like the MSTC, the 
Maritime Simulator Training Centre. For more information about MIWB, visit www.miwb.nl 
 
About PRAXIS Automation Technology 

Praxis Automation Technology offers complete solutions in the ship automation and navigation 
equipment field, and is manufacturer and supplier of the "Mega-Guard" Ship Automation and 
Navigation System. Praxis Automation Technology has its main office in Leiden, The Netherlands, and 
branch offices in South Korea, Singapore, China and Romania. Taking in consideration the 40 global 
service & sales locations, Praxis Automation has more than 450 people worldwide involved in Praxis 
systems. For more information about PRAXIS Automation Technology, visit www.praxis-automation.nl 
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